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moment our animals stepped to one
side down they went into the mire.
Most of the way was through the
region now lying between Lathrop
and Sacramento. We got out of pro-
visions and were about three days
without food. Game was plentiful.
but hard to shoot in the rain. Besides,
it was impossible to keep our old
flint-lock guns dry, and especially the
powder dry in the pans.
On the eighth day we came to Sutter’s
settlement; the fort had not then been
begun. Sutter received us with open
arms and in a princely fashion, for he
was a man of the most polite address
and the most courteous manners, a

man who could shine in an society.
Moreover, our coming was not unex-
pected to him. It will be remembered
that in the Sierra Nevada one of our
men named Jimmy John became sep-
arated from the main party. It seems
that he came on into California, and,
diverging into the north, found his
way down to Sutter’s settlement per-
haps a little before we reached Dr.
Marsh’s. Through this man Sutter
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heard that our
company of thir-
ty men were
already some-
where in
California. He
i m m e d i a t e l y
loaded two mules
with provisions
taken out of his private stores, and
sent two men with them in search of
us. But they did not find us, and
returned, with the provisions, to
Sutter’s. Later, after a long search,
the same two men, having been sent
out again by Sutter, struck our trail
and followed it to Marsh’s.

John A. Sutter(see photo at left) was
born in Baden in 1803 of Swiss par-
ents, and was proud of his connection
with the only republic of consequence
in Europe. He was a warm admirer
of the United States, and some of his
friends had persuaded him to come
across the Atlantic. He first went to
a friend in Indiana with whom he
staid awhile, helping to clear land, but
it was business that he was not accus-
tomed to. So he made his way to St.
Louis and invested what means he
had in merchandise, and went out as
a New Mexican trader to Santa Fe.
Having been unsuccessful at Santa
Fe, he returned to St. Louis, joined a
party of trappers, went to the Rocky
Mountains, and found his way down
the Columbia River to Fort
Vancouver. There he formed plans for
trying to get down to the coast of
California to establish a colony. He
took a vessel that went to the
Sandwich Islands, and there commu-
nicated his plans to people who assist-
ed him. But as there was no vessel
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