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Colonel Doolittle called us
together on the flight deck. We
all gathered round, as well as
many Navy personnel. He
pulled out some medals and
told us how these friendship
medals from the Japanese gov-
ernment had been given to
some of our Navy officers sev-
eral years back. And now the
Secretary of the Navy had
requested for us to return
them. Doolittle wired them to a
bomb while we all posed for
pictures. Something to cheer up
the folks back home!

I began to pack my things for
the flight, scheduled for the
19th. I packed some extra
clothes and a little brown bag
that Aggie had given me, inside
were some toilet items and a
few candy bars. No letters or
identity cards were allowed,
only our dog-tags. I went down
to the wardroom to have some
ice cream and settle up my mess
bill. It only amounted to $5 a
day and with my per diem of $6
per day, I came out a little
ahead. By now, my Navy pilot
roommates were about ready to
get rid of me, but I enjoyed my
time with them. They were
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alright. Later on, I learned that
both of them were killed at the
Battle of Midway. They were
good men. Yes, very good men.

Colonel Doolittle let each crew
pick our own target. We chose
the Yokosuka Naval Base about
twenty miles from Tokyo. We
loaded 1450 rounds of ammo
and four 500-pound bombs. A
little payback, direct from Ellis
County, Texas! We checked and
re-checked our plane several
times. Everything was now
ready. I felt relaxed, yet tensed
up at the same time. Day after
tomorrow, we will launch when
we are 400 miles out. I lay in my
cot that night, and rehearsed
the mission over and over in my
head. It was hard to sleep as I
listened to sounds of the ship.

Early the next morning, I was
enjoying a leisurely breakfast,
expecting another full day on
board, and I noticed that the
ship was pitching and rolling
quite a bit this morning, more
than normal. I was reading
through the April 18th day plan
of the Hornet, and there was a
message in it which said, "From
the Hornet to the Army - Good luck,
good hunting, and God bless you." I
still had a large lump in my
throat from reading this, when
all of a sudden, the intercom
blared, "General Quarters, General
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Quarters, All hands man your battle
stations! Army pilots, man your
planes!"

There was instant reaction from
everyone in the room and food
trays went crashing to the floor.
I ran down to my room jump-
ing through the hatches along
the way, grabbed my bag, and
ran as fast as I could go to the
flight deck. I met with my crew
at the plane, my heart was
pounding. Someone said,
"What's going on?"

The word was that the
Enterprise had spotted an
enemy trawler. It had been
sunk, but it had transmitted
radio messages. We had been
found out!
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Picture: (l-r) Darren Hoffmann, Jaymes and Anthonye Martinez get
sponsorship from Leonard Passafiume. The three boys participated in the

Friends of the Poor Walk last year.


